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Opening Remarks

The Oneness Doctrine, by its very name, signals a sense of superior belief in one 
God. Yet every major religion, including Christianity, has always advocated that 
there is one God. At a closer look, Oneness Christian teaching, is the idea that God   
can only be understood one way – that is, as manifestations and never as 
distinctions. If the underling issue is scriptural ignorance, then at the very least, 
Oneness teaching is disillusioned into thinking its parishioners are the only ones 
who believe in and worship the One True God of the Bible.

The Trinity Doctrine has been either grossly misunderstood or dishonestly branded 
by Oneness defenders as teaching that there are 3 Gods. The Trinity teaching 
categorically states that God is one. The Trinity doctrine further refutes that God 
only reveals Himself one way, - that is, in manifested modes; rather, Trinitarians 
believe and teach that God being one, also reveals Himself in distinct modes.

It is either disillusion or dishonesty that Oneness teaching does not admit that from 
the moment Jesus was introduced in the New Testament, the language of the Bible 
moves away from expressing the One True God, - one way, to expressing the One 
True God, - three ways. The word Trinity is different from the word Tritheism. Trini-
ty is the study of how God being one is expressed three ways. Tritheism is the 
study of 3 gods. Trinitarians are not Tritheists.

 The term Modalism is as old as the term Trinity and 
contends that since God is one, then since The 
Father is God, and The Son is God, and The Holy 
Spirit is God, then it stands to reason that The 
Father is The Son, The Son is The Holy Spirit, and the 
Holy Spirit is The Father. The term Modalism has 
been expanded and renamed Oneness in the past 
100 years or so, when a new Pentecostal Movement 
was formed with teaching that The Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit must be the same for God to be one. The 
formula/method used in Christian baptisms has 
been watered down by some to categorize believers 
into Trinitarian and Oneness camps.

The case for a sense of dishonesty, and not just 
innocent disillusion of the Oneness teaching, is in the insistent undermining and 
dismissing of the voluminous New Testament scriptures which reinforce that The 
One True Living God is not limited to roles where The Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
are interchangeable. In fact, there would not be much mystery if The Bible only 
recorded scriptures that show how the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are similar. 

The mystery of the Godhead is in trying to wrap human minds around how The 
Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit are different, yet the same one God. The term 
Trinity is not in the Bible, but the term Godhead is; so too are the terms Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit repeatedly recorded, especially in the New Testament. The term 
Trinity is the most orthodox (generally accepted though not perfect description) of 
the Godhead, ever since Christians some 2000 years ago have been grappling with 
explaining the unexplainable mystery of The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit.

Oneness (Modalism) believers need to fit/limit scriptures in a manner they can 
understand, even contending that there is no mystery; instead of accepting that the 
mystery of the Godhead is beyond human logic and explanation, but is the 
undeniable way God has chosen to express Himself in His Holy Word.

The Godhead distinction is necessary to truly 
understand God’s love

Before we can truly appreciate how God so loves the world, we first need to appre-
ciate how The Father so loves The Son, and how The Son so loves The Father. 
Spending more time debating how The Father and The Son are similar, than 
appreciating why Scriptures repeatedly reinforced the distinction of The Father and 
The Son, produces a Christianity that is more concerned with being right than 
valuing relationships.  Revelatorily, it is the time spent in quality relationship with 
God, that will produce right thinking and living.

If The Father and The Son have no distinction, then we have no model of their love. 
Often then the idea of God’s love is one who requires us to fall in line based on fine 
print misunderstood instructions or else we will be banished to a hell He created 
for most of the world. It further informs many times the kind of love paternal and 
spiritual fathers and mothers will extend to their own children unless they conform 
to an interpretation of the Bible that just does not square with the totality 
of Scriptures.

There is only One God 

The Bible is clear - There is only One God.

The mystery of God

The Godhead is a mystery that no human can completely understand or explain.

Jesus is God
 
The Bible is clear - Jesus is God.

Jesus is Mediator

In addition to being God, Jesus is also the Mediator/ Intercessor to God.

The Sonship of God is more than His humanity

Jesus as The Son of God is not limited to His humanity (the time He was on earth)

THE DANGER, DISHONESTY OR DISILLUSION
 OF ONENESS CHRISTIAN TEACHING
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Without question God is expressed in the New Testament 
as The Father.

Without question God is expressed in the New Testament 
as The Son.

Without question God is expressed in the New Testament
 as The Holy Spirit.

The common 
church practice of 
pressuring 
believers to 
rebaptize to be 
saved, instead of 
preaching salvation 
by God’s Grace 
alone, is as 
anti - Christ as the 
antichrist. 

It is scriptural malpractice to keep advancing that the many 
biblical references of Jesus talking to/about The Father is 
simply Jesus talking to/about Himself. 
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Our conclusions about The Father and The Son will 
determine our view of who God is.
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John 3.35  The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his 
hand.

James 2.19  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils 
also believe, and tremble.

John 14.31  But that the world may know that I love the Father; 

Romans 8.31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who 
can be against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 35 Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? 

Ephesians 4.4  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

Deuteronomy 6.4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:
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1 John 5.7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.
The Bible did not say “this one is one”. The Bible says “these three are one”. 
There is three something or someone that make up the Godhead. The Bible 
says These three something or someone comprise The One True God.

John 14.15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever;

17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you.

1 Timothy 3.16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached 
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

It was God who became flesh while never ceasing to be God in the expression 
of The Father.

It is God who desires not only to be with us, but to live in us every day in the 
form/ expression of The Holy Spirit. All of God is inside each Believer. Yet the 
universe cannot contain all of God. That is a mystery human minds can 
never fathom. 
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of Scriptures.

There is only One God 

The Bible is clear - There is only One God.

The mystery of God

The Godhead is a mystery that no human can completely understand or explain.

Jesus is God
 
The Bible is clear - Jesus is God.

Jesus is Mediator

In addition to being God, Jesus is also the Mediator/ Intercessor to God.

The Sonship of God is more than His humanity

Jesus as The Son of God is not limited to His humanity (the time He was on earth)
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Isaiah 9.6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace.

Matthew 1.23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God 
with us.

Mark 2.6  But there was certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in 
their hearts, 7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive 
sins but God only?

Revelations 1.8  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

John 1.1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.



Position Paper: David A. Drysdale

Opening Remarks

The Oneness Doctrine, by its very name, signals a sense of superior belief in one 
God. Yet every major religion, including Christianity, has always advocated that 
there is one God. At a closer look, Oneness Christian teaching, is the idea that God   
can only be understood one way – that is, as manifestations and never as 
distinctions. If the underling issue is scriptural ignorance, then at the very least, 
Oneness teaching is disillusioned into thinking its parishioners are the only ones 
who believe in and worship the One True God of the Bible.

The Trinity Doctrine has been either grossly misunderstood or dishonestly branded 
by Oneness defenders as teaching that there are 3 Gods. The Trinity teaching 
categorically states that God is one. The Trinity doctrine further refutes that God 
only reveals Himself one way, - that is, in manifested modes; rather, Trinitarians 
believe and teach that God being one, also reveals Himself in distinct modes.

It is either disillusion or dishonesty that Oneness teaching does not admit that from 
the moment Jesus was introduced in the New Testament, the language of the Bible 
moves away from expressing the One True God, - one way, to expressing the One 
True God, - three ways. The word Trinity is different from the word Tritheism. Trini-
ty is the study of how God being one is expressed three ways. Tritheism is the 
study of 3 gods. Trinitarians are not Tritheists.

 The term Modalism is as old as the term Trinity and 
contends that since God is one, then since The 
Father is God, and The Son is God, and The Holy 
Spirit is God, then it stands to reason that The 
Father is The Son, The Son is The Holy Spirit, and the 
Holy Spirit is The Father. The term Modalism has 
been expanded and renamed Oneness in the past 
100 years or so, when a new Pentecostal Movement 
was formed with teaching that The Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit must be the same for God to be one. The 
formula/method used in Christian baptisms has 
been watered down by some to categorize believers 
into Trinitarian and Oneness camps.

The case for a sense of dishonesty, and not just 
innocent disillusion of the Oneness teaching, is in the insistent undermining and 
dismissing of the voluminous New Testament scriptures which reinforce that The 
One True Living God is not limited to roles where The Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
are interchangeable. In fact, there would not be much mystery if The Bible only 
recorded scriptures that show how the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are similar. 

The mystery of the Godhead is in trying to wrap human minds around how The 
Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit are different, yet the same one God. The term 
Trinity is not in the Bible, but the term Godhead is; so too are the terms Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit repeatedly recorded, especially in the New Testament. The term 
Trinity is the most orthodox (generally accepted though not perfect description) of 
the Godhead, ever since Christians some 2000 years ago have been grappling with 
explaining the unexplainable mystery of The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit.

Oneness (Modalism) believers need to fit/limit scriptures in a manner they can 
understand, even contending that there is no mystery; instead of accepting that the 
mystery of the Godhead is beyond human logic and explanation, but is the 
undeniable way God has chosen to express Himself in His Holy Word.

The Godhead distinction is necessary to truly 
understand God’s love

Before we can truly appreciate how God so loves the world, we first need to appre-
ciate how The Father so loves The Son, and how The Son so loves The Father. 
Spending more time debating how The Father and The Son are similar, than 
appreciating why Scriptures repeatedly reinforced the distinction of The Father and 
The Son, produces a Christianity that is more concerned with being right than 
valuing relationships.  Revelatorily, it is the time spent in quality relationship with 
God, that will produce right thinking and living.

If The Father and The Son have no distinction, then we have no model of their love. 
Often then the idea of God’s love is one who requires us to fall in line based on fine 
print misunderstood instructions or else we will be banished to a hell He created 
for most of the world. It further informs many times the kind of love paternal and 
spiritual fathers and mothers will extend to their own children unless they conform 
to an interpretation of the Bible that just does not square with the totality 
of Scriptures.

There is only One God 

The Bible is clear - There is only One God.

The mystery of God

The Godhead is a mystery that no human can completely understand or explain.

Jesus is God
 
The Bible is clear - Jesus is God.

Jesus is Mediator

In addition to being God, Jesus is also the Mediator/ Intercessor to God.

The Sonship of God is more than His humanity

Jesus as The Son of God is not limited to His humanity (the time He was on earth)
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1 John 2.5  For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus;

John 7.56  And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man 
standing on the right hand of God.

1 Thessalonians 3.13  To the end he may stablish your hearts unblame-
able in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all his saints.

Revelations 5.2   And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to 
open the book, neither to look thereon.

Daniel 3.25  He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the 
Son of God.

Hebrews 7.25  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.



The unity of The Father and The Son

There are two main scripture references (John chapter 10 & John chapter 14) where 
Jesus is described as The Father, or being one with the Father. Yet, further reading 
in the same chapters respectively give more context that it was not to be taken 
literally that Jesus is the Father, but that Jesus represents The Father, or is unified 
with The Father.
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John 10.30  I and my Father are one.

31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.

Revelations 5.4   And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to 
open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the 
seven seals thereof.

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and 
in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the 
earth.

7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon 
the throne.

8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders 
fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials 
full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.

9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;
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John 14:23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will 
keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him.

John 10.32   Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you 
from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?

33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for 
blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.

34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?

35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scrip-
ture cannot be broken;

36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, 
Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?

37 If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not.

38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, 
and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.

John 14 .8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth 
us. 9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast 
thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and 
how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?

John 14.10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? 
the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that 
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

John 14.13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son.



The distinction between The Father and The Son 
is irrefutable
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1 Corinthians 8:6   But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom 
are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things, and we by him.

1. Jesus had a dual nature – being very man and very God.  
 The Father was never a man

2. Jesus prayed to the Father – The Father never prayed  
 to Jesus

3. Jesus did not know all things – The Father knows 
 all things

4. Jesus was baptized – The Father was never baptized

5. Jesus was transfigured as God’s Son – The Father has  
 never been seen

6. Jesus felt abandoned by The Father – The Father has  
 always been everywhere

7. Jesus was crucified – The Father can never die

8. Jesus is seated at the Right Hand of The Father

9. Jesus does the will of the Father

10. Jesus is coming back and we will see Him as He 
 appeared before



Jesus spoke often about The Father
Most times Jesus spoke about Himself, He would also speak of The Father as a 
different / distinct Person / Being than Himself
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John 1:8 No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is 
in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

John 8.28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of 
man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as 
my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.

John 12.49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, 
he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.
 

John 16.16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, 
and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.
 

John 10.36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into 
the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?

John 8.49 Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye 
do dishonour me.

John 8.54 Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my 
Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God:

John 8.55 Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I 
know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep
his saying.



Jesus is Messiah

The Father is never specifically referred to in Scripture as The Messiah
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John 20.17 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of 
man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as 
my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.

John 20.31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.
 

John 8 24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye 
believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

25 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even 
the same that I said unto you from the beginning.

26 I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; 
and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him.
27 They understood not that he spake to them of the Father.

28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then 
shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father 
hath taught me, I speak these things.

29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do 
always those things that please him. 30 As he spake these words, many 
believed on him.

It is dishonest to read John chapter 8 in any reasonable context and conclude that 
people will die in their sins if they do not believe that Jesus is the Father. This places 
condemnation on people that Jesus and the Bible did not place on anyone.



In John 8:27 the crowd did not know Jesus was speaking about The Father that 
According to verse 26 The Father sent Jesus. In other words, the crowd did not 
Believe that Jesus was the Messiah, The Christ, The Anointed One. Nowhere in scrip-
ture has it ever described The Father as The Messiah, The Christ or the Anointed One.

People can believe that Jesus is the Messiah without believing/ understanding how 
Jesus is The Father. As long as people believe that Jesus is the Son of God, they do 
not need to die in their sins.

 The authority of Jesus

Jesus is not the name of The Father.

This verse is not saying that the name of The Father is Jesus. It is saying Jesus came 
in the authority of His Father.

The Oneness Movement teaches that the right hand of God is a picture of authority, 
yet struggles to admit the authority The Father gave to His Son. At no point in the 
New Testament has anyone referenced The Father by calling Him Jesus.

again, this verse is not saying that the name of the Holy Ghost is Jesus. It is saying 
The Father sent The Holy Spirit in the power and authority of Jesus. In fact, as much 
as the Spirit of God was described as far back as Genesis chapter 1, it was only 
after the death, burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus that we have access to 
the Holy Spirit in a fulsome way as we do today.
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John 5.43 I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another 
shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.
 

John 14.26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

It is dishonest to read John chapter 8 in any reasonable context and conclude that 
people will die in their sins if they do not believe that Jesus is the Father. This places 
condemnation on people that Jesus and the Bible did not place on anyone.



Which name of the Lord of hosts did David face Goliath in? David faced Goliath in 
the authority of the One True Living God. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Jesus is the Savior

The name Jesus was reserved specifically for The Son of God as the Savior of 
the world.

There is only one Gospel message
The book of Acts Gospel message that was preached by the apostles was consis-
tently the same; that Jesus, - The Son of God, is The Only Savior of the world.
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Matthew 1.20  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of 
the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins.

Acts 2.22  Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God 
did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:

24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it 
was not possible that he should be holden of it.

1 Samuals 17.45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with 
a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of 
the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied
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Acts 3:13  The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in 
the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go.

Acts 8.37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 
And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

Acts 10.38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed 
of the devil; for God was with him.

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the 
Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree:

40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;

Acts 13.26 Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and 
whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent.

27 For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him 
not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they 
have fulfilled them in condemning him.

28 And though they found no cause of death in him, yet desired they Pilate 
that he should be slain.

29 And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him 
down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre.

30 But God raised him from the dead:

31 And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee 
to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people.



16

Acts 32 And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which 
was made unto the fathers,

33 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

Acts 17.22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of 
Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this 
inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, 
him declare I unto you.

24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of 
heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, 
seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds 
of their habitation;

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find 
him, though he be not far from every one of us:

28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your 
own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.



Important observation about the Book of Acts

(which is the main New Testament Book that the Oneness Movement references 
for core doctrines)
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There is not one instance in the entire Book of Acts where 
any of the apostles in preaching the Gospel, rehearsed that 
God was manifested in the flesh or that Jesus was The Father. 

The correct response to the Gospel is to believe that Jesus is 
The Christ, The Son of the Living God. 

The language of the Gospel in the Book of Acts was always the same, that wicked 
hands have crucified the Son of God and that God raised Him from the dead, so a 
world dead in our trespasses and sins can be made alive in Christ Jesus. 

Identifying the core doctrine of the apostles is very important, because if we incor-
rectly represent what the apostles preached as Gospel in the Book of Acts, then it 
is likely we will teach and defend the incorrect response to the Gospel.

And to confess Him as our personal LORD and Savior.

The Oneness doctrine’s emphasis on baptism and speaking in tongues to be saved, over 
and above believing that Jesus is The Christ, leads to carnality and stokes division; taking 
the glory away from what The LORD by Himself has done through His shed blood.

Galatians 2.20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.



The apostles distinguished between The Father and 
The Son
To introduce the books they wrote, the apostles most times went out of their way 
to repeatedly differentiate/distinguish recognition of Jesus from The Father
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2 John 1.3  Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

Philippians 1.2 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Colossians 1.2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at 
Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church 
of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our 
prayers;

3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;

Ephesians 1.2  Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:



Jesus is The Son of God
Most of the New Testament Bible describes Jesus as The Son of God.
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1 Peter 1.3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

Jude 1.1  Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them 
that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, 
and called:

John 1.49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son 
of God; thou art the King of Israel.

Galatians 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

Matthew 16.15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.

Romans 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh:

Hebrews 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.
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1 John 4:9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that 
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.

1 John 5:9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for 
this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.

10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that 
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record 
that God gave of his Son.

11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son.

12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life.

13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on 
the name of the Son of God.

2 Peter 1.16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we 
made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came 
such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.



Unclean spirits recognized Jesus as The Son of God

Mark 3:11 And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, 
and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God.

The devil recognized Jesus as The Son of God
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Matthew 4:3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the 
Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.

Mark 15.39  And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw 
that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the 
Son of God.

After His crucifixion, Jesus was recognized as The 
Son of God
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Colossians 3.13 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

Acts 10.42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify 
that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 

43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.

Philippians 2.9  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name:

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth;

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.

Conclusion on the danger, dishonesty or disillusion 
of Oneness Christian teaching

The Apostolic Gospel message necessary to be preached and taught for salvation is 
not That God was manifested in the flesh or that Jesus is the Father. It is inconceiv-
able that a righteous God would hold people He created responsible for not under-
standing how He manifested in flesh and how He is the Father. What the apostles 
taught, and what the church of today is commanded to teach, is that Jesus is LORD; 
that Jesus is The Christ, The Messiah, chosen by God to save mankind. Putting our 
faith in Jesus as The Son of God is the point salvation occurs. 
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CONCLUSION 1

It is malicious and dishonest for Oneness teachers and preachers to repeatedly 
misrepresent Trinitarians as believing in 3 Gods, when Trinitarians continually con-
fess the only One God who sent His Son Jesus to die for the sins of the world. The 
Trinity teaches that it is the Son of God who is the only Savior of the world. It is one 
thing to disagree with the Trinity teaching because of a lack of understanding. But it 
is outright dishonesty to mischaracterize Trinitarians as not following the Bible 
when it is Trinitarians who have endeavored to embrace the Apostle’s doctrine and 
teaching by consistently referring to Jesus, The Son of God, as The Savior, Messiah 
and LORD – as the Bible does.

CONCLUSION 2

The dishonesty of Oneness teaching spreads from mischaracterization of Trinitari-
ans believing in 3 Gods to dividing the Body of Christ. Where fundamentalist One-
ness believers justify destroying not just life long friendships but their own flesh and 
blood as they distort baptism in the name of Jesus as requirement for God to 
forgive people of sins; distort receiving the Holy Spirit to speaking words classified 
as tongues (although many times there is no evidence or translation); and distort 
holiness to be a lady who does not wear pants, jewelry or cut her hair.

CONCLUSION 3

The dishonesty of Oneness teaching discards most of the New Testament’s clear 
scriptures that intentionally make a distinction between The Father and The Son. 
This is because they argue that to admit distinction would mean there is more than 
One Gods. Yet they miss the most basic principle that differentiates The One True 
God from humans. God can be multiple distinct places and be multiple distinct 
expressions at the same time and still be God. Humans cannot be in multiple 
distinct places and be multiple distinct expressions at the same time. This distinc-
tion causes Oneness believers to try to fit every Scripture about the Godhead into 
their limited understanding of how God can be one, yet, three distinctly.
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CONCLUSION 4

The dishonesty of Oneness teaching spends most of its time debating a handful of 
scriptures considered to be foundation teachings, while ignoring most of the Bible’s 
instructions for how we should love God, our family and our neighbor. The biblical 
model of The Father loving The Son, and The Son loving The Father is desecrated on 
the altar of needing to prove the  already settled doctrine that God is one, destroy-
ing the perfect display of Father-Son love. The need then is to spend most of the 
Christian life in church and around church people roaming around in spiritual 
darkness, instead of spending most of our time around those who are lost, reflect-
ing the salt and light of the world.

CONCLUSION 5

The dishonesty of Oneness teaching allows many of its followers to overlook 
blatant arrogance, self-serving interests and ministerial abuse of its preachers and 
teachers as long as they argue that they preach the straight and narrow way to 
God. Many times, those who choose to become defenders of Oneness teachings, 
themselves take on the spirit of dishonesty.

CONCLUSION 6

The dishonesty of Oneness teaching is perhaps the greatest threat to worldwide 
revival, as unity of the universal body of Christ remains elusive among believers. It is 
disillusioned to think that only a very small group of Christians are the redeemed 
with the correct revelation of who God is; writing off the vast majority of believers 
who attempt to practice their faith in word and deed everyday. While the church 
calls out the world for its immoral behaviors, the key kingdom treasure of true one-
ness of heart, purpose and commitment to the great commission, as prayed by 
Jesus to His Father for us is ignored, rationalized and outright disobeyed. Instead, a 
cult-like commitment is demanded to defend a divisive doctrine that does not find it 
strange, unreasonable, unwise, irresponsible and unbiblical to spend more time 
debating how the Father and the Son are the same, while missing the many eternal 
conversations between our LORD and His Father, given to make us more Christlike.

CONCLUSION 7

Oneness teaching is not only dishonest but also dangerous because it undermines 
every instance recorded in the Bible where Jesus – The Christ, carefully and inten-
tionally forgave people’s sins, as examples and instructions to His Church, how we 
ought to lead people to Christ. Anyone who follows the examples of Jesus, such as 
His conversation with the woman at the well, Zacchaeus and the thief on the Cross is 
not biblical enough for fundamentalist Oneness Pentecostals. The woman at the 
well, Zacchaeus and the thief on the Cross would not be saved in fundamentalist 
Oneness churches today. At best they would need to be granted exemptions to 
become church members. If this is not dishonest, dangerous and outright devilish, 
then what is?

Sobering Scriptures
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23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.
 

CONCLUSION 7

Oneness teaching is not only dishonest but also dangerous because it undermines 
every instance recorded in the Bible where Jesus – The Christ, carefully and inten-
tionally forgave people’s sins, as examples and instructions to His Church, how we 
ought to lead people to Christ. Anyone who follows the examples of Jesus, such as 
His conversation with the woman at the well, Zacchaeus and the thief on the Cross is 
not biblical enough for fundamentalist Oneness Pentecostals. The woman at the 
well, Zacchaeus and the thief on the Cross would not be saved in fundamentalist 
Oneness churches today. At best they would need to be granted exemptions to 
become church members. If this is not dishonest, dangerous and outright devilish, 
then what is?

Sobering Scriptures



26

Luke 12.48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, 
shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they 
will ask the more.

49 I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be already kindled?

50 But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be 
accomplished!

51 Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but 
rather division:

52 For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against 
two, and two against three.

53 The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; 
the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the 
mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against 
her mother in law.

Reflection - Limitation of the Trinity description

Admittedly, there is no single word or expression that adequately describes the 
mystery of the Godhead. While the Trinity description is meant to describe the One 
True God, acknowledging the distinctions of The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit, 
it is understandable that some may struggle and even disagree with the expression 
“three Persons” in the Godhead. Since the specific word Trinity is not mentioned in 
the Bible, it can be argued that believers are not entitled to use it. Furthermore, 
referring to Jesus as the “Second Person” in the Godhead could give the sense that 
Jesus was less than The Father. While The Son of God in His humanity was less than 
The Father, Jesus as God is equal to The Father. Notwithstanding the limitations of 
the Trinity description, eviscerating the distinction between The Father and The Son, 
erases the consistent language used throughout the New Testament to express the 
Godhead and the Gospel.
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John 3.16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Philippians 2.5   Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: 

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; 

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.

Reflection – Godly Oneness believers

Once you have been to a Oneness church that sincerely is trying to please The 
LORD, there is much to admire and desire to be a part of. If the leadership is not 
heavy handed, it does not take much to truly feel safe in a Oneness Church. Most 
Oneness ministers and members are godly people who sincerely believe Trinitarians 
are the ones who are misguided. Perhaps it will take more sons and daughters who 
grew up in Oneness churches to lead the conversation and ultimately the change of 
how Trinitarians are viewed. It certainly will help if some of the statesmen and 
women of the Apostolic Faith will use their influence to entertain honest heartfelt 
dialogue, peradventure some of what they have believed, stood for and enforced 
need revisiting.
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John 17.11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, 
and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 

John 17.23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 
one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved 
them, as thou hast loved me.

John 17.1  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 
said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 

2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to 
as many as thou hast given him.

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. 


